
Celebrating Reg Whynott “Mr PROBUS”

There was a big change at PROBUS CANADA in 2022 and 

we can’t let the year end without acknowledging a man who, 

owing to his dedication and passion for this organization, is 

referred to by many as “Mr. PROBUS”. Reg Whynott retired 

this summer after over 25 years as the Managing Director of 

PROBUS CANADA. 

Reg was introduced to PROBUS in 

Hamilton, Ontario in 1993 while serving on 

a Rotary Club committee to charter a 

PROBUS club there. Following retirement 

from business life at the end of 1994, Reg 

and his wife Marilynn relocated to 

Vancouver Island. In 1997, they tried to join 

the local PROBUS club but it was full. So 

Reg asked them to give him one of their 

members and started the PROBUS Club of 

Qualicum Beach #074 and was the Charter 

President. Reg still attends his club’s 

monthly meetings and enjoys stopping for 

a chat when he bumps into members 

around town.
“Not only has Reg served our 

organization for all these many years, 

but he has done so with dignity and 

grace and personifies the definition of 

a gentleman. We are so proud to 

honour Reg and thank him for his 

dedication and long service on our 

behalf. As the Brits say, he’s a jolly 

good fellow!” 

Penny Harvie, President

The PROBUS Club of

Qualicum Beach

“Nothing has been 

more meaningful to me 

than PROBUS because 

it is people doing things 

for other people …. and 

people do need you.”

Reg Whynott

Left to right: Reg Whynott, Managing Director (retired); 

Brenda Andrews, President; and Lori McDowell, General 

Manager
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“Reg has been such an 

important part of the 

PROBUS success story in 

Canada. I’m grateful to 

have worked with him and 

to have him as a friend.”

Brenda Andrews, President

PROBUS CANADA



The Alphabetic Attributes of 

Reg Whynott

By Jamie Doolittle,

Past President PROBUS CANADA

A. Accurate in his reasoning

B. Belief in the active PROBUS 

Directors

C. Courageous when facing 

adversity

D. Dedicated to PROBUS

E. Emotional with strong feelings

F. Friendly to those he respects

G. Gentlemanly

H. Humanitarian

I. Insightful and intuitive

J. Jovial when called upon

K. Knowledgeable and kind

L. A luminary to many and very 

loyal

M. Managing various scenarios 

efficiently

N. Novel approaches to 

challenges

O. Oskee Wee Wee! Oskee wa

wa! Holy Mackinaw! Tigers! 

Eat em raw!

P. PROBUS PROBUS PROBUS

and passionate

Q. Questioning of rash decisions

R. Respectful of those who have 

earned his respect

S. Selective of his friends

T. Truthful to his beliefs

U. Useful to those who ask his 

opinion

V. Versatile with his creativity

W. Wary of snakes in the grass

X. Extremely loyal to his friends

Y. Youthful in his approach

Z. Zealous in his dedication

Left to right: Reg Whynott; Janet 

McGregor; Keith McGregor, retired 

BC1 Director and PROBUS CANADA 

Secretary; and Jamie Doolittle.

Left to right: Douglas (son), Reg and Leah (daughter) 

Whynott.

Left to right: Jamie Doolittle, Reg 

Whynott and Brenda Andrews

“We really want 

PROBUS to be an 

organization of warm, 

caring people.”

Reg Whynott

A small gathering to mark the end of an era.

“Reg, you were the glue 

that kept PROBUS 

together for years. As a 

Director, I really 

appreciated your continual 

support and mentorship of 

my role. You will be 

missed.”

Keith McGregor 



Reg’s passion for community service and involvement 

extended well beyond PROBUS. Reg was a Rotarian for over 

40 years and participated in 26 community organizations 

including as President of the Boys & Girls Club of Saint John, 

N.B.; Chairman and founding member of Crime Stoppers of 

Hamilton-Wentworth; Chairman of the Ontario Summer 

Games, Honourary Chair, Ontario Special Olympics and more. 

Reg Whynott with Cmdr. Kim of 

the Republic of Korea Navy.

In 2020, Reg was presented with the Korean Ambassador for 

Peace Medal - a token of appreciation and recognition 

presented to Canadian men and women who served in the 

Korean War. The ceremony was held aboard the Republic of 

Korea Navy Destroyer ‘Munmu the Great,’ which was visiting 

CFB Esquimalt.

Born on January 16, 1934 in Bridgetown, Nova Scotia, Reg was one of five children. They lived in the 

country and his favourite thing about growing up there was the people and the way everyone looked 

out for each other.  At the age of 17, Reg and three friends enlisted in the Canadian Army, Special 

Forces. By the end of 1952, they were fighting in Korea. Reg was the only one of the three who 

survived to come home in 1954 with an Honourable Discharge. Although it took a while, in 2020 he 

was honoured with a medal from the Canadian government. At 19, while working for Procter & 

Gamble in Ontario, a friend of Reg’s goaded him into a double date where he met and fell in love with 

Marilynn. They were married in November of that same year. They were married for 57 years and 

raised four children. Today, Reg also enjoys his ten grandchildren, five great-grandchildren and three 

extended family members.

It’s a wonderful life!

With a life of service, came many awards and recognitions with some of the more noteworthy being: 

Paul Harris Fellowship - Rotary Club International; Honorary Life Member - Ontario Chamber of 

Commerce Executives; Honorary Life Member - Big Brothers of Canada; Canada 125 Medal -- For 

Outstanding Voluntary Service; Honorary Life Member - Rotary Club of Hamilton; Honorary Chief of 

Police - Hamilton Wentworth Regional Police; John R. Morris Founder’s Award for service to 

PROBUS CANADA and granted the title of President Emeritus by the Board of Directors of 

PROBUS CANADA.

Prime Minister Pierre 

Trudeau.

Marilynn and Reg with 

Johnny Cash.
President Gerald FordPresident George H. W. 

Bush
The Honourable Lincoln 

Alexandar, 24th Lieutenant 

Governor of Ontario

Reg met a few famous people along the way!

On behalf of PROBUS CANADA and our members across Canada, 
“Thank you” Reg!


